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From the Girls Camp

I would like to extend a huge ATTAWAYTOGO to our campers and amazing staff for an incredible summer!  The 
C3 Girls Camp welcomed 1,134 campers this summer and we are proud to say that 97% of those campers have 
submitted their Early Birds and are returning for Summer 2027!  Tex would always say, we don’t want a camper 
for a year, we want them for a lifetime.  Our retention is very important to us and we are proud to have so many 
of you back!!  We are also excited for placement season and are eager to welcome some new faces to camp this 
summer!  We will continue to place in open spots throughout this year and into the Spring of ’27.

As Camp Longhorn heads into our 88th summer, it is always inspiring to think of our humble beginnings.  
Camp Longhorn opened the Inks Lake boys camp in 1939 with one and a half campers (one paying and one 
volunteer) and seventeen counselors, all being Tex’s University of Texas swim team. By the time Camp was three 
years old, we had thirty-five campers and then fifty-five in 1943.  In the summer of 1950, Pat had an idea to add a 
Girls Camp to Inks Lake.  
By 1952, CLH had over 35 girl campers and twelve female counselors (see photo from 1950’s Girls Camp.)  Each 
term, when we do Big Lil Sis in the girls camp, we talk about the beginnings of camp and Pat’s idea to start a 
girls camp.  We are thankful this tradition started and we celebrate the special bond our girl campers make 
with their cabinmates each summer.  I have attached a couple of special photos from Big-Lil-Sis this summer!

Eighty-eight years later, Camp Longhorn has expanded to three camps and over 6,000 campers.  It is difficult 
to imagine the early days, but the gratefulness we feel for Tex and Pat and their incredible vision lives with 
us every day.  Their impact is embedded in every activity, tradition, and generation of campers that grace our 
shores.  

I would like to offer a huge “THANK YOU” to our staff of counselors this summer!  We are blessed with 
the world’s BEST counselors!  Thank you to all of our counselors who have already signed back up for 
2027!  I have attached a great photo of our 5th Term C3 staff from this past summer!
There are many fun fall happenings around Camp! We are building cabins, delivering and mailing 
annuals, and about to start our Carnival Tour!  We look forward to seeing all of our returning and new 
campers, waiting list campers, prospective families, and summer staff at one of our over forty Carnivals 
all across the US!  C3 YOU SOON!

Attawaytogo,

Stacy



Returning Campers for Summer 2027!

1st Term
All signed: Buttercup, Daisy, Bluebonnet, Poppy, Sunflower, Daffodil

All but 1 signed: Lily, Lantana, Magnolia

2nd Term
All signed: Bluebonnet, Poppy, Sunflower, Lily, Lantana, Magnolia, Daffodil

All but 1 signed: Buttercup, Daisy, Rose

3rd Term
All signed: Buttercup, Daisy, Bluebonnet, Lily, Magnolia, Rose

All but 1 signed: Poppy, Sunflower, Lantana, Daffodil

4th Term
All campers signed: Sunflower, Lantana, Magnolia, Daffodil, Rose

All but 1 signed: Buttercup, Daisy, Bluebonnet

5th Term (only one camper not signed back up!!!)

All campers signed: Buttercup, Bluebonnet, Poppy, Sunflower, Lily, Lantana, Magnolia, Daffodil, Rose

All but 1 signed: Daisy

6th Term
All campers signed: Buttercup, Daisy, Poppy, Magnolia, Daffodil, Rose

All but 1 signed: Bluebonnet, Lantana

7th Term
All campers signed: Daisy, Poppy, Lily, Lantana, Daffodil

All but 1 signed: Buttercup, Bluebonnet

ATTAWAYTOCOMETOCAMP!!



From the Boys Camp

Every summer, camp is filled with big moments like Carnival Night, Dance Night, Campfire, Fun Day, 
the traditions, and all the things we look forward to throughout the year. But when I look back on 
Summer 2026, I’m reminded that some of the best parts of camp are the moments that never make the 
brochure.

Recently, a dad reached out to share what Camp Longhorn has meant to his son and their family over 
the past four years. When his son first started coming to camp, much of what he would experience was 
completely new and outside his comfort zone. His dad remembers wondering whether camp would be 
the right fit. Fast forward to picking him up after his very first week, and there he was, shirtless with a 
snake wrapped around his neck! His dad said he never could have imagined that sight when they first 
dropped him off.

Beyond the funny memory, what really stood out was his dad’s pride in watching his son embrace new 
challenges, grow in confidence, and become more willing to step outside his comfort zone. He shared 
how much he believes Camp Longhorn has contributed to his son’s development and how camp has 
become something his son genuinely looks forward to every summer.

One of the most rewarding moments for me is the final interview we do with each Ranger before they 
are hired to be a Jr. Counselor. We ask questions that challenge them to reflect on their journey at Camp 
Longhorn, how they have grown, and what they have learned along the way. Hearing their answers and 
seeing how far they’ve come is incredibly rewarding. It’s one of those moments I wish every parent could 
be there to experience.

These two examples are the kind of impacts you won’t find in a brochure. It’s the conversations in the 
cabin, the counselor who goes out of his way to help a camper, the camper who discovers they are 
capable of more than they thought. It’s friendships that help a camper feel like he/she belongs. We may 
not even realize the difference we’re making at the time, but sometimes a message from a parent or a 
final interview with a Ranger that reminds us just how much those moments matter.

I’m thankful for the campers who make Longhorn what it is and the counselors who pour so much into 
making it special. Having so many great counselors return year after year allows us to build on those 
relationships, traditions, and experiences that make camp feel like home.

Attawaytogo, 

David



Returning Campers for Summer 2027!

1st Term

All signed: Perch, Catfish, Bass, Trout, Marine & Wrangler

All but 1 signed:  Minnow, Gasper Goo, Gar

All but 2 signed: Striper, Carp

2nd Term

All signed: Perch, Gasper Goo, Gar, Marine

All but 1 signed: Minnow, Bass, Trout

All but 2 signed: Catfish, Striper, Carp

3rd Term

All signed: Minnow, Gar, Striper, Bass, Carp, Marine

All but 1 signed: Catfish, Trout

All but 2 signed: Perch, Gasper Goo, Wrangler

4th Term

All signed: Minnow, Perch, Wrangler

All but 1 signed: Gasper Goo, Catfish, Striper, Carp, Marine

All but 2 signed: Gar, Bass, Trout

5th Term

All signed: Minnow, Perch, Gasper Goo, Catfish, Gar, Carp, Marine

All but 1 signed: Striper, Trout, Wrangler

All but 2 signed: Bass

6th Term

All signed: Minnow, Perch, Gasper Goo, Gar, Striper

All but 1 signed: Catfish, Trout, Carp, Marine, Wrangler

All but 2 signed: Bass

7th Term

All signed: Minnow, Perch, Catfish, Gar, Bass, Wrangler

All but 1 signed: Gasper Goo

All but 2 signed:  Striper, Trout, Carp



From the Office

Did You Know?

Cecilia’s Chatter
Greetings to all our wonderful campers! We had a MARVELOUS summer, and I 
cannot believe it is already November!!! Hope school is going well and that you 
all are remembering to submit your monthly Merit Questions! Those merits 
add up, you know!

In case you don’t know what Merit Questions are, there is a Merit Question tab 
on our website that has 10 relatively simple questions that campers can answer 
and have the chance to make 20 merits each month from Sep-May (that is up 
to 180 merits they could bring to camp!).  I’ve learned a lot from them!

If you do not know by now, I have handed the job of grading the monthly Merit Questions over to Mrs. 
Taylor Bull Markwardt, our lovely Merit Store Director. She was a CLH-Indian Springs camper for 6 years 
and counselor for 8 years. She taught 5th-8th grade in Lubbock & Austin and started coming back to 
CLH-C3 to help us out since our 2016 inception & has been with us since. She is now our Merit Store 
Director and has made Burnet her permanent home with her husband and 2 kids.  Grading Merit 
Questions is right up her alley! She has many artistic talents (her merit question reward postcards are 
lovely) and now she gets to enjoy hearing from you all—comments made, jokes told, pictures drawn, 
facts researched in detail, etc. Attawaytoresearch!

Our very first Merit Store used to be a 
cardboard box with all items for sale displayed 

on it (e.g., sports supplies, flashlights, canteens).

Camp saw how well the merit reward system 
was working so they elevated the store by 

making the board bigger & having more allur-
ing prizes (check out the big-ticket bicycle!). 



It wasn’t until the 1950’s that an actual Merit Store was built at CLH-Inks Lake. When 
CLH-Indian Springs first opened (1975), they had to bus over their campers so they could 
come shopping at the CLH-Inks Lake Merit Store (love the suitcase set & tennis racquet!). 

Later a small wooden cabin became the Merit Store, along with 
an army surplus trailer to house supplies. 

Today’s World’s Greatest (and Only) Merit Store is a huge part of Camp Longhorn’s success and 
has come a long way! The Merit Store Directors from all 3 camps work very hard to keep inventory 

trendy, fun, & fitting for camp, as well as create new artwork each year. Attawaytosave!!!



CAMP LONGHORN – C3 on Inks Lake

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2027 PLACED CAMPERS

FEBRUARY 1 – CANCELLATION DEADLINE

1.	 Deposits are non-refundable after February 1st for PLACED campers.  (Deposit was paid with application)
***This does not apply to campers on the waiting list.***

2.	 Please contact us by email or phone if you must cancel: cecilia@camplonghorn.com 512-793-2490.
3.	 Cancellations made after Feb. 1st, forfeit deposit but may carry over the deposit to the 2028 waiting list as 

non-refundable.  Deposits also become non-transferable to other campers or siblings after Feb. 1st.
4.	 Online Medical Forms/Release will be available in Parent Portal.

APRIL 1 – TUITION & ONLINE FORMS DUE

2027 - TERM DATES

1.	 ONLINE Medical History/Release Form and Insurance information DUE for ALL terms.
a.	 This form must be updated each year and signed by parents
b.	 Late forms are subject to CANCELLATION. Please update with most current information by April 1.

2.	 Tuition is due in FULL. Payments may be made online, by phone or mail.
a.	 Any camper cancellation made 30 - 10 days prior to term – 50% refund of tuition.
b.	 Any camper cancellation made 10 days or less prior to term - NO REFUND.

3.	 BUS FEE: We automatically assign newly placed campers on a chartered bus (campers living out of state/
out of country are automatically assigned to the Austin Airport Bus). For returning campers, the bus 
assigned on your invoice is the bus used last summer (new placed siblings will also follow suit). Double 
check your invoice or portal to see if we have your camper(s) listed on a Bus or No Bus. You can add or 
remove a bus by contacting our office. Must have 7 days advance notice for a bus fee refund.

MARCH 1 – PARENTS INFORMATION & INVOICE AVAILABLE ONLINE

1.	 Your invoice, Need List, Dance Theme & trunk tags will still be mailed out but can also be found online, 
along with all other essential parent information.

2.	 Trunk Information: (Maximum Dimensions 13 ½” x 32”)
Optional Trunk companies  www.zigrigs.com (code: BLOB), www.kangaroocases.com (code: CLH1939) or 
www.everythingsummercamp.com

Log on to www.camplonghorn.com/Account/LogOn for items to help you get ready for camp, make online 
payments, complete online medical release, trunk shipping information, bus schedule and more.

We look forward to a great summer with your camper.  ATTAWAYTOGO!

TERMS START (SUNDAY) VISITORS DAY* (SATURDAY)

1st Term May 30 June 12

2nd Term June 13 June 19

3rd Term June 20 June 26

4th Term June 27 July 3

5th Term July 4 July 17

6th Term July 18 July 24

7th Term July 25 July 31

*Visitor’s Day (Parents come to pick up their campers) will be last Saturday morning of each term 8:30A– 11:00A
Make sure to follow us on Instagram and Facebook!

mailto:cecilia@camplonghorn.com
http://www.zigrigs.com
http://www.kangaroocases.com
http://www.everythingsummercamp.com
http://www.camplonghorn.com/Account/LogOn


A NOTE FROM YOUR MERIT STORE DIRECTOR:

Camp Families,
What a joy it has been to see so many familiar faces and welcome so many excited campers into the 
Merit Store this summer! Getting to be a small part of your campers’ summer memories is one of the 
best parts of what we do, and we are so grateful for each of you.

And, of course, we have to talk about the NeeDoh craze! It was definitely a real thing this summer! 
Your excitement makes the Merit Store such a fun and memorable place to be!

As we look ahead to future summers and our next trips to Market, we would love to hear from you! If 
you ever have suggestions for items you would like to see in the Merit Store, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out. We love hearing directly from our campers about what they’re excited about and what we 
should keep an eye out for as we shop. You never know what great idea might make its way onto our 
shelves!

Thank you for being part of the Camp Longhorn family and for making another summer so special. 
We feel incredibly lucky to share in these memories with your campers and look forward to seeing 
you again soon!

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your generosity and camp spirit. At Camp Longhorn, we 
believe in more than just fun — we believe in community, compassion, and stepping up for others. 
Because of you, we’re able to send another check from camp to support a cause that we believe in. 
We are so proud of our camp family for showing what it truly means to treat everybody like they are 
somebody!

3,226.50

Camp LonghornC3 on Inks Lake

Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center

three thousand two hundred twenty six    50/100

Upcoming events:
Orange & Blue Fall Sale

Stay in touch:

Summer 2026

Frog Shirt Art Contest

We had some great submissions! Be on 
the lookout on socials to help vote for our 
winner from the finalists.

Thank you so much for stopping BUY the Merit 
Store! We love packing your orders and hope you 
love the items just as much! In case you missed it, 
we will do a pop-up sale in December to help you 
with your holiday shopping needs!

taylor@camplonghorn.com (512)-793-2490

Please allow 24 hours for a response.
C3 on Inks Lake | Taylor Markwardt

12/4 - 12/7 Orange & Blue Pop-Up Sale

3/1 - In Camp Store Opens for ALL 
Terms Summer 2027

5/15 - Ship Home Store will have only 
select items







Camper Chatter

1st Termer Marco Ramirez
enjoying his trip to Monterey Bay, CA

1st Termer Reid Landers got to throw the “First 
Pitch” at an Astros game this summer

1st Termer Andy Baecher 
at Niagara Falls

5th Termers Shelby 
Lawson & Susie Meadows 

in Galveston 

6th Termer Bobbi Brown in 
the Championship Circle at 

Tryon International Summer 
Series



Camper Chatter

3rd Termer Dastan Stratulate alligator 
 hunting in Louisiana

1st Termers Emery Smith, Rainey Rogers, 
Charlie Puil & Mabel Dekinder hanging out 

just a few weeks before camp

5th Termer Caleigh Dobbs 
won Gold at her 1st Tourney 

this past Spring

3rd Termers Caroline 
Pilgrim, Hayden Bethea, & 

Emmy Leone at a pre-camp 
get-together this spring

4th Termers Annemarie & 
Rosemary Schelldorf with 
cabin mate Helen Hanna



Counselor Chatter & Colleges
We are EXTREMELY proud of our Counselors, ATTAWAY! 

Left:
Counselors Helen Byrd & Andi Vaught helped rush 
2 of their fellow C3 Counselors  Tessa Murphy & Alex 

Alpe for Chi O’s at TCU

Right:
Reid Smith & Annabelle Jones together at 

Homecoming in Ft. Worth

ACC
Kylie Inmon
Sophia Marler
Shane Conder
Jake Friedman
Auburn University
Hannah Ostrowski
Hayden Taylor
Baylor
Callie Ferguson
Allie Germer
Wyatt Germer
Blinn College
Reid Hopkins
Bossier Parish
Patrick Byrd
Bournemouth 
University
Kayden Kirkpatrick
Sophie Rodriguez
Jake Arnold
Clemson University
Mallory Webb
Tristan Shaffer
College of William & 
Mary
Sebastian Creixell
Grand Canyon 
University
Emi Jones
LSU
Sophia Giardina
David McCharen
Mary Hardin Baylor
Owen Pryor
McNeese State
Ahndi Bourne
Cole Bourne
Middlebury College 
Vermont
Audrey Pardee
North Central Texas 
College
Logan Dickinson
Northeastern 
University
Kamila Valencia
Notre Dame
Susie Fuselier
Charlie Navarre
Purdue
Ethan Darricau

Rhodes College
Grant Colocousis
SMU
Sophie Myers
Gus Glasgow
Southwestern 
University
Addison Jackson
Kate Spinelli
Stephen F. Austin
Jordan Howell
St. Louis University
Madoc Elder
Suffolk University
Aiden Beversdorf
Tarleton State
Kalen Copeland
Brogan Fox
Brody Keahey
TCU
Alex Alpe
Helen Byrd
Tessa Murphy
Andi Vaught
Gray Davis
Texas A&M
Alexis Burrows
Evelyn Fuselier
Sarah Gill
Elina Goswami
Elliot Loper
Sophie Paul
Maron Shiller
Ella Steffen
Jase Bennett
Carsten Dunn
Tradd Embrey
Coleman Hedgecock
Josh Hoenig
George Horvat
Warren May
Nik Pillans
Mason Vogt
Jonah Weber
Texas State University
Kinleigh Kirkpatrick
Audrey Redus
Merrick Huston
Texas Tech
Marin Copeland
Emma Garrison
Sheldon Engstrom

Sam Jacob
Max Kading
Kamden McCloud
Diego Montes-Ortiz
Marshall Morgan
Finley Simpson
Alex Vickers
Trinity University
James Meigs
Cinco Poindexter, V
Tulane University
Sophia McDaniel
Tyler Junior College
Shelby Neisler
University of Alabama
Timberlynn Gayden
Kenli Kiersh
Grace Myers
University of 
Arkansas
Jaya Barrientes
Brooke Boyer
Layne Lease
Lucas de Buyl
Luke Gibson
Jacob Jones
Jackson Kane
Isaac Might
University of 
California LA
Aiden Buchanan
University of Colorado
Ben Gaskins
University of 
Colorado-Colorado 
Springs
Justin Dixon
University of Florida
Derian Herrmann
Isaac Rosario
University of Georgia
Jocelyn Bezner
Harrison Leusink
Patrick Walsh
Andrew Walter
University of Houston
Josh Weber
University of Illinois
Kai Benton
University of 
Kentucky
Savvy Rose

University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette
Ava Lahaye
University of Miami
Paulina Clark
University of 
Mississippi
Lynley Glazer
Harper Rives
Kayleigh White
Jack Murphy
Calvin Rokosky
University of Missouri
Cope Greenberg
UNT
Aidan Cervantes
University of 
Oklahoma
Parker Clowe
Molly Deen
Madeleine Diltz
Anna Herbig
Livia Langford
University of Oregon
Callen Smith
University of 
Southern California
Davis Knocke
University of 
Tennessee
Maggie Aiesi
Miller Delorenzo
Zach Hernandez
Brody Murchison
University of the 
South, Tennessee
Jack Hagan
University of Virginia
Gabi Webb
University of 
Washington
Katey Tisdale
UT Arlington
Mik Broussard
Aisha Choquette
UT Austin
Gigi Allen
Kylie Cason
Amia de Leon
Lyle Elliott
Annie Gravatt
Reese Harding

Keira Krause
Sarah Lack
Ashlyn Leal
Kensi McEwen
Audrey Paidle
Kate Roseberry
Leslie Soper
Tatum Tommack
Indie Whitaker
Gray Young
Ashton Cole
Louis Davies
Ryan Deelstra
Cody Dixon
Will Grant
Lachlan Growney
Carson Holmes
Cal Livengood
Crichton McEwen
Kaden McGlothlin
Caleb Navarro
Hudson Patteson
Grant Seade
Jake Strelitz
Truman Thompson
Nathan Towne
Henry Weitz
Connor Whelan
UT San Antonio
Gibson Gelfer
Javen Barrientes
Vanderbilt University
Andrew Shoberg
Jackson Uhr
Wake Forest
Henry Huser
Thomas Meigs
Washington 
University
Sarah Guild
Wellesley College
Madeleine Tuck
Wofford College
Oliver Growney
Worcester Polytech
Wyatt Jayasuriya



ACROSS

DOWN

  2. Stump your toe, where 
      do you go?
  7.  A baby lamb says, “_ _ _.”
10.  Boys ‘ Camp Color
11. Last Song at Campfire.
12. Tex’s partner
13.  A boat that uses a paddle 
       to steer.
15.  King Kong is a big  _ _ _.
16.  Do it _ _ _, not later.
17.  “Fun-in-the-_ _ _ ! 
19.  Tex’s favorite sport
21.  Cowboy way to say hello.
23.  You can drink from this.
24.  Favorite Alien
25.  “You’re _ _ !”
26.  Tex & Pat’s last name.  
 

 29.  Fun to toss!
 30.  Opposite of “in”
 31.  A Movie _ _ _ _ !
 32.  _ _ _ of war game!
 34.  Girls’ Camp Color
 36.  Bubble _ _ _ drops
        from the sky!
 37.  One man canoe
 38.  What you mail back to camp. 
 

 8. Favorite CLH saying
 9. You can win merits playing
      the  _ _ _ _ _  at the Winter 
     Camp Carnivals!
12.  Rabbits stay in a _ _ _.
14.  CARNIVAL _ _ _ _ _!
18.  Baseball Catcher’s _ _ _ _
20,  “That’s a _ _ _ _ _!
22.  _ _ _ _ _ POLO.
23.  CLH’s time to eat!
25.  CLH established here in 1939.
27. Favorite Camp Activity
28. Slip-N- _ _ _ _ _ !
33.  Birthday _ _ _ _.
34.  On Carnival Night, you might
        _ _ _ for apples.
36.  Archery target, Bull’s _ _ _.  
   
. 
 

 1.  CLH established here in 2016
 3.  CLH established here in 1975
 4.  Fun to bounce on.
 5.  _ _ _ _ Office, Mail Call
 6.  _ _ _ _ _ NIGHT, move 
      to the music!

. 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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LLOONNGGHHOORRNN  CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  FFUUNN



Q1 Q2 Q3

 What do you call a pig 
that knows karate?

Why don’t elephants 
use computers?

What do you call a bear 
with no teeth? 

Charlie’s Laughs

7th Term Lily Cabin 7th Term Minnow Cabin

P3, A C3 Tradition

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

1. A pork chop 
2. They are afraid of the mouse 
3. A gummy bear 

ANSWERS to Charlie’s Laughs

1 2 3 4 5 67
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Annual Deliveries



Annual Deliveries



Annual

Deliveries



ATTAWAYTOSWIM!!

Top Mile Swimmers

Time: 19:24

Robert Roth

Time: 22:59

McKenna Felton 

1st Term1st Term

Time: 19:11 Time: 20:40

Hunter Myers Ridgley Koeppel

5th Term5th Term
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CLASP Corner

Brick orders will be taken through Friday, March 12, 2027. 
 https://www.camplonghorn.com/CLASP/BrickOrder

C.L.A.S.P. membership is available to all campers and counselors who are at 
least 25 years old and any parents who have had or have children at camp for 

at least 3 years.
Note: ANNUAL dues payments will end on May 21st and be unavailable until 
October 1st. Lifetime Memberships will remain open through the summer.

Dues:
$25.00 Annual

$250.00 Lifetime
https://www.camplonghorn.com/CLASP/PayDues

2026 Summer LUMNews is posted here.  
https://cdn.camplonghorn.com/lumnews/CLASP%20

LUMNEWS%20Summer%202026.pdf

https://www.camplonghorn.com/CLASP/BrickOrder
https://www.camplonghorn.com/CLASP/PayDues
https://cdn.camplonghorn.com/lumnews/CLASP%20LUMNEWS%20Summer%202026.pdf
https://cdn.camplonghorn.com/lumnews/CLASP%20LUMNEWS%20Summer%202026.pdf

